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 NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE

 SECOND SESSION

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 488

Introduced by Schimek, 27

PURPOSE: Currently, when some special-needs foster children are

adopted, such children may need residential treatment care.

Medicaid will cover the costs of hospitalization or residential

treatment facilities. The problem arises when the child no longer

needs as restrictive an environment as provided by a hospital or

the residential treatment facility but the child is still not ready

to return home. Group homes offer a less restrictive environment

but are not covered by Medicaid. The cost of group homes fall to

the adoptive parents. If the child were still a state ward, the

state would have the financial obligation to care for such child.

The Legislature shall conduct a costs-benefits analysis

of extending subsidized adoption coverage to include less

restrictive levels of care. The study shall include the

possibility of establishing a pilot project and the associated

costs for care for such children in less restrictive settings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE

NINETY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE OF NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION:

1. That the Health and Human Services Committee of the

Legislature shall be designated to conduct an interim study to

carry out the purposes of this resolution.

2. That the committee shall upon the conclusion of its
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study make a report of its findings, together with its

recommendations, to the Legislative Council or Legislature by

December 1, 2000.

 ............................

PRESIDENT OF THE LEGISLATURE

I, Patrick J. O'Donnell, hereby certify that the

foregoing is a true and correct copy of Legislative Resolution 488,

which was passed by the Legislature of Nebraska in the Ninety-sixth

Legislature, Second Session, on the XXXX(words)XXXX day of March

 2000.

 ............................

CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
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